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SUBJECT: PAYMENT OF PATHET LAO FORCES BY THE VIENTIANE SIDE 

1. IN THE COURSE OF MY TALK WITH GENERAL VANG PAO THIS MORNING, 

HE EXPRESSED IN THE STRONGEST TERMS HIS DISAGREEMENT WITH THE 
PRIME MINISTER'S RECENT DECISION TO GIVE AN ADVANCE OF 50 
MILLION KIP TO THE PATHET LAO FOR THE PAYMENT OF THEIR FORCES 
WHICH ARE SERVING IN THE JOINT POLICE AND MILITARY CONTINGENTS. 

2. GENERAL VANG PAO STATED THAT HE HAD DISCUSSED THIS ADVANCE 
WITH DEFMIN SISOUK AND FINMIN NGON SANANIKONE YESTERDAY AND HAD 
TOLD THEM THAT IN HIS VIEW THE PRIME MINISTER S ORDERS TO FINMIN 
NGON SHOULD BE DISREGARDED. HE SAID THAT OF COURSE MONEY WOULD 
GO ONLY PARTLY TO PL SOLDIERS. PATHET LAO WOULD USE MOST OF FUND 
TO FOMENT DEMONSTRATIONS AND DISORDERS. (APPARENTLY SUM BASED 
ON 15,000 KIP PER MONTH PER SOLDIER WHICH IS TWICE AMOUNT 
RECEIVED BY FAR SOLDIER. THIS IN ITSELF HAS CAUSED STRONG 
REACTION AMONG OTHER FAR GENERALS.) IN HIS VIEW, THE PRIME 
MINISTER HAD BEEN LURED INTO MAKING THIS STUPID DECISION BY 
PRINCE SOUPHANOUVONG AND IT WAS CLEARLY THE INTENT OF THE 
PATHET LAO TO EXPLOIT THE VIENTIANE SIDE TO THE LIMIT. VANG PAO 
SAID HE WAS PROCEEDING AT ONCE TO LUANG PRABANG WHERE HE 
INTENDED TO EXPRESS HIS VIEWS VERY FORCEFULLY TO THE PRIME 
MINISTER. 
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